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 When Israel’s Office of the Foreign Ministry 
extended to Dr. Pat LeMay Burr an invitation to participate 
in a government-sponsored fact-finding program during 
Summer 2008, she immediately accepted what was surely a 
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity. 
 
 
  

Co-organizers of the program—World Affairs 
Councils of America and The America-Israel Friendship 
League—developed a non-stop agenda that covered Tel 
Aviv , Jerusalem, Haifa, The Golan Heights, The West 
Bank, and numerous Holy Sites along the study route. 
 
 Ambassadors, government leaders, academicians, 
Palestinian leaders, Jewish leaders, returned settlers from the U.S., and Israel’s youth were all a 
part of the many voices that shared their views and experiences with Dr. Burr’s group of seven 
U.S. leaders. 
 
 From Jerusalem’s Western Wall through Haifa’s new technology presence of Intel and its 
high tech counterparts to The West Bank’s controversial building effort—all were studied in 
detail by the group. 
 
 To contrast the old with the new through the eyes of the country’s social fabric, the 
visiting dignitaries stayed overnight on a Kibbutz and visited the Lebanon-Syria Border in 
Israel’s northern sector. Leading the discussions during that segment were a twenty-year veteran 
of Kibbutz residence and management experience and a military intelligence official who 
pointed out physical strategic elements and landmarks of the Border region. 
 
 Discussion issues of immediate global significance included the potential escalation of 
Israel-Iran tensions during which one political analyst observed that if war between the parties 
were to begin that the Strait of Hormuz would most certainly close, and through that Strait forty 
per cent of the global oil supply flows. The speaker observed that the world could not imagine 
the high level that gas prices would reach in such a situation. 
 
 The group of seven completed upon return from Israel a book to describe the discussion 
sessions, the full study agenda, and contact names of the program’s participants and speakers 
during the Israel program. 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 
 Dr. Burr is Distinguished Chair of International Business in the HEB School of Business. She also directs the School’s 
HEB International Peace Program that undertook a Fall 2008 Social Justice Project in Guatemala that included five faculty 
members and ten graduate students with a study agenda of the coffee industry. That program’s first multi media presentation—
Just a Cup of Coffee—is available at http://www.uiw.edu/heb/multimedia.html.  


