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A definite or indefinite article is needed.

Example:
A cat licked himself.
The cat licked himself.
Cat licked himself. (incorrect)

Independence).

An important document
generally needs an article
(ex: the Declaration of

A book or article does not

part of the title.

need an article, unless it is

A newspaper name
generally needs an article
(ex: the Logos).

A magazine name generally does
not need an article (ex: Seventeen

Magazine).

A park, garden, square, road, street,
town, state, region, continent, island,
lake, or mountain generally does not
need an article, unless it is a plural
place, like an island group or mountain
range (ex: the Swiss Alps).

A country name does not need an
article, unless the name includes
"State," "Kingdom," *Republic,” or
something similar (ex: the United

States). Plural country names also need
a definite article (ex: the Netherlands).

Building?

A canal, river, sea, or ocean
needs an article.

A definite article is not needed (unless you are

| found information. (information in general)
| found the information. (a specific set of information)

a specific set of that noun).

Example:

Is the noun a proper Is the noun singular | Is the noun countable
noun? N or plural? Singular or uncountable? —Countable_y,|
Pluta\l\ Uncountable

A definite article is not needed (unless you are referring to

Yes a specific group of that noun).

referring to
Example:
Dogs like to chew on bones. (dogs in general)
The dogs like to chew on bones. (a specific group of dogs)
Is the proper
noun a...

An organization, government, committes,
pparty, association, foundation, conference,

or club needs an article.

The plural name of &
group of people, like a
family, needs an article
{ex: the Smiths)

First, last, and full names,
including names with titles,
(like doctor, detective, etc.)
of people do not need an
article.

academy generally does not need

includes "of" (ex: the University of

A school, university, college, or
an article, except if the name

the Incarnate Word).

A museum, gallery,

A company, corporation, business,
or firm name generally does not
need an article, unless "the” is part
of the official name of the company
(ex: the Ford Motor Company).

monument, memorial,
cathedral, palace, bridge,
airport, hall, center, building,
house, tower, theater, library,
or other place of interest
generally needs an article.

Mote: there will be some exceptions to the rules.

Writing and Learning Center, Student Engagement Center, Room 3167
210-829-3870 wlc@uiwtx.edu

www.uiw.edu/wlc

DEFINITE AND INDEFINITE ARTICLES

PAGE 1



